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CHRISTINE’S CORNER

     Here it is already February.  How time flies.  

     At the January meeting we had the horse racing.  I really want to extend special thank you to Barbara & Tony Figueroa for lending us the horses and to Ray Heffernan for picking them up and dropping them off again. All the jockeys did a great job, and a lot of fun was had by all.

     We are having a chili contest at the February 12th meeting.  First prize is $ 20.00, 2nd prize is $15.00, and 3rd.prize $10.00.  Our judges are ready, we just need the contestants.  Please enter. 

     Ceili dancing provided by Ceili CD music will follow the chili cook off.

     We still need 19 people to make the bus trip to Tampa happen on February 16th. We will meet at 8:30 am at St. Mary Magdalene’s parking lot.  We should be returning about 8:00 pm.  Admission into the fair is free.  The parade will be at 12:00. The cost of the bus is $18.50.  Please get in touch with me if you would like to make the trip.

     March 5th is the St. Patrick’s Dinner Dance 3-8pm.  The tickets are $17.00 for adults and $8.50 for children 6-12.  It is going to be at St. Mary Magdalen’s the band will be the Wyndbreakers and we will also have Irish step dancers.  Please contact Joe Cirillo for tickets @ 407-322-6914 (also see flyer).  

     The Winter Park parade is March 12th.  We will NOT be having our monthly meeting that day. The Parade will start at 2:00 pm but our marchers should be there by 1:30 pm in order to form up (flag & banner carriers).  Ladies please wear green tops and white bottoms (slakes or skirts.)  Men please wear green tops and black pants.  Lets all try to get together back at Fiddlers after the parade for a Hooley.

     Plans are being made to have a day trip on the Sterling Gambling Boat, Saturday April 1st.  Jeneanne and Tom Murphy will be chairing that event.  More information will be available soon. 

     Our picnic is going to be April 23rd at Sylvan Lake Park which is the same place as last year. If you have any questions please contact Joe C @ 407-322-6914 

     Beginning with the February meeting, we will be selling raffle tickets for a free beach week-end June 2nd, 3rd and 4th. The cost is $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00.  The prize can only be used at the IACS beach week-end. It could be used either Friday and Saturday night or Saturday and Sunday night.  Your choice.  Please take a chance or more.  You have to be in it to win it.  

     If anyone would like to come to the monthly board meetings, please contact one of the board officers within 24 hours before  our monthly meeting. We try to have the meetings at Fiddlers around 3pm.    

    If anyone has something to say to me, please say it directly to me or call / E-Mail me.  There is no reason to call another club member and ask him/her to relay a message.  We are trying to make this a social club and to have a lot of fun. 
    Please sign up to help with the up coming events. There will be a sign up sheet at the door when you sign in. Please pay your IACS club dues ASAP. Thanks

    Please remember all meetings are a covered dish and bring your own beverage. 

Slan go foill,  Christine
___________________________________________

THANKS EVERYONE FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER.  


	CEILI DANCING

Okay . . . bring your dancing shoes!!  Following the February Meeting, Ceili Dancing to CD music!!  

_________________________________________________________

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

· Jan 26, 27, 28    Cahir O’Doherty – Fiddler’s Green 
· Feb 2nd, 3rd        Wyndbreakers – Fiddler’s Green

· Feb 12th            -**MEETING, COVERED DISH – CHILI

·                                  COOKOFF  Followed by Ceili Dancing

· Feb 16,17 18th   Paul Duffy – Fiddler’s Green

· Feb 16th           - IRISH /SCOTTISH DAY FL ST FAIR
· Feb 17th             Cahall Dunne Concert  4PM, Lecanto, FL
· Feb 23,24,25th   Cahir O’Doherty – Fiddler’s Green

· Mar  5th          - ST PATRICK’S DAY DINNER DANCE
·                                  St Mary Magdelans -  3PM to 8PM

· Mar 12th         -  ST PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
· Apr 9th            - **MEETING

**MEETINGS EVERY SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

BRING A COVERED DISH TO SHARE, YOUR SNACKS

& YOUR OWN BEVERAGES

Speaking of covered dishes – the food after the meetings is just great!  The suggestion has been made to write your recipe down and  bring it along with your covered dish to the meeting. I’m sure a lot of people would appreciate it.  Some of us would really like to add those good recipes to our collection at home.  Thanks to all of you for bringing such good food to share.

__________________________________________________________

This is a last call for the Bus Trip on February 16th to the State Fair.  We have room for 19 more people but they have to call Christine Arimento right away at  386-668-0159 to reserve a seat. The cost of each ticket is $18.50.

Everything is on hold for the moment until we see if we can fill the bus.

The 10th Annual Irish Program at the State Fair will be on "Thursday, Feb.16, 2006.   There is a day long continuous musical stage and lots of demo tables.  We would like to participate by either having a demo table on Ireland or marching in the noon parade thru the Fairgrounds.

	The Cahall Dunne Concert

February 17th @4 PM.  Tickets are $10.00 for general admission and $15.00 for reserved seats.  The Concert will be at the Lecanto High School on Rte 491 in Lecanto, Florida in the Peterson Auditorium.  For further information, please contact Ron Davis at 352-527-2209.

A fine example of Irish Bull:

I am a man of fixed and unbending principles, the first of which is to be flexible at all times.

___________________________________________
Courtesy of Patricia Flaherty
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IRISH HEALTH CORNER

 May you never forget what is worth remembering, Or remember what is best forgotten.

Herb-Drug Interactions

Herbal remedies for every-thing from migraines to memory preservation to depression are available for sale, making the ability to self-medicate greater than ever.  But with that opportunity comes a warning: mixing herbal remedies and prescription drugs could be harmful to your health. 

Just like drug-drug and drug-food interactions, herb-drug interactions are very common. Some herbal medicines may cancel the effect of a prescription drug; others may reduce it, or even exaggerate.

Patients should inform their doctors of any herbal or over the counter medication being used on a regular basis or occasionally when needed.  Also, many pharmacists are now tracking medications on the computer and can tell you if your drugs and herbs are conflicting with each other.

_________________________________________________________ 

NORTH TIPPARARY GENEALOGY & HERITAGE SERVICES

     The North Tipperary Family History Research Centre is delighted to announce that it has resumed its genealogical service from 6th Septermber 2004 under the auspices of North Tipperary County Council.  They provide a full genealogical research service for clients whose ancestors originated in North Tipperary.   The centre has computerized about 600,000 + genealogical records.  

     Nora O’Meara, Genealogist Officer, heads up the Research Centre and the Heritage Centre. Research is conducted on a fee basis.  To obtain an Enquiry Form, please visit their webpage at www.irishroots.net/NTipp.htm.  Their email address is:  tipperarynorthgenealogy@eircom.net.  Research usually takes about 4 weeks.   For all family history research info and other enquiries, contact Nora, Phone: 00 353 67 33850.  

     Both The Family  History Research Centre and The Nenagh Heritage Centre (Museum) with Nenagh Tourist Office are open Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 5 pm (including Saturday) between May and September only.  Admission is free.  

Submitted by Larry Furlong

Larry submitted quite a bit of material.  Sadly, there was too much for this newsletter.  We’ll make copies of this information and have it at the February meeting for anyone that is interested.
	Courtesy of Patricia Flaherty

       

     THE IRISH KITCHEN
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 Potato Farl

Also known as potato cake or potato bread, this is very much a northern dish. It is an important - indeed essential - constituent of the Ulster Fry, alongside bacon, egg, sausage and perhaps fried soda farl. 

The recipe calls for cooked, mashed potatoes. These should be freshly boiled, or, better still, steamed and passed through a food mill, and used warm. 

2 lb/ 1 kg/ 2 cups mashed potatoes
4 oz/ 125 g/ 1 cup plain flour
2 tbsp butter
salt

Melt the butter and mix into the potatoes with the salt. Work in the flour quickly but thoroughly and knead lightly. Divide in two and roll out each half on a floured board to form a circle about the size of a large dinner plate. Cut in quarters (farls) and cook for about 3 minutes on each side in a heavy frying pan in a little bacon fat.

DUES ARE DUE JANUARY FOR 2006.  

We are finishing the membership renewal phase for 2006 during the month of January. At the end of January our membership roles will be adjusted to reflect only renewing/paid members. Those not renewing will be deleted from our membership database for dues non-payment.

Our club dues are due for your Annual Membership which is $25.00/family and $15.00/single membership.  If you will be at the February meeting, you can pay them to our Treasurer, John Desmond.  If you’re not able to come to the meeting, then please send your check payable to IACS, P 0 Box 948564, Maitland, Florida 32794-8564.

Continue to support our newsletter.  Leprechaun Booster contributions of $10.00 are due for 2006.  .If you are not a booster, please give your club a little extra support.  Special thanks to last years boosters and hopefully you will continue to give that extra support and renew your  booster contribution for 2006.  The booster money is a big help in paying for the newsletter expenses.  These can be paid to our Treasurer at the January 8th meeting or sent to the club as mentioned above.

Advertising fees of $25.00 are due for 2006.  Your ads are welcome and we thank you for your support.  Please send a business card along with your check to our PO Box above or give your check to John Desmond at the January 8th meeting.

__________________________________________________________

IACS is hosting a CHILI COOKOFF

Join us in the CHILI COOKOFF event to be held at the February 12th meeting.  Contest is open.  Get out your recipes and get ready to cook.  We look forward to having some fun and sampling different kinds of good chili.   

1st Prize $20.00

2nd Prize $15.00

3rd Prize $10.00

Contact Christine for further information
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Every February, across the country, candy, flowers, and gifts are exchanged between loved ones, all in the name of St. Valentine. But who is this mysterious saint and why do we celebrate this holiday? The history of Valentine's Day -- and its patron saint -- is shrouded in mystery. But we do know that February has long been a month of romance. St. Valentine's Day, as we know it today, contains vestiges of both Christian and ancient Roman tradition. So, who was Saint Valentine and how did he become associated with this ancient rite? Today, the Catholic Church recognizes at least three different saints named Valentine or Valentinus, all of whom were martyred.

One legend contends that Valentine was a priest who served during the third century in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers than those with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young men -- his crop of potential soldiers. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When Valentine's actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death.

Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been killed for attempting to help Christians escape harsh Roman prisons where they were often beaten and tortured

According to one legend, Valentine actually sent the first 'valentine' greeting himself. While in prison, it is believed that Valentine fell in love with a young girl -- who may have been his jailor's daughter -- who visited him during his confinement. Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote her a letter, which he signed 'From your Valentine,' an expression that is still in use today. Although the truth behind the Valentine legends is murky, the stories certainly emphasize his appeal as a sympathetic, heroic, and, most importantly, romantic figure. It's no surprise that by the Middle Ages, Valentine was one of the most popular saints in England and France.

Hundreds of years ago in England, many children dressed up as adults on Valentine's Day.  They went singing from home to home.  One verse they sang was:

Good morning to you, valentine;
Curl your locks as I do mine---
Two before and three behind.
Good morning to you, valentine

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
In Wales wooden love spoons were carved and given as gifts on February 14th.  Hearts, keys and keyholes were favourite decorations on the spoons.  The decoration meant, "You unlock my heart!"

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
	May there always be work for your hands to do;

May your purse always hold a coin or two;

May the sun always shine on your window pane;

May a rainbow be certain to follow each rain;

May the hand of a friend always be near you;

May God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you.

Mark your calendars for June 12th Noon Mass

For all the Irish Past & Present

Followed by the June meeting.

Celtic Woman Tour coming to Central FL

March 29th - Bob Carr PAC

April 1 – Ruth Eckerd Hall Clearwater

The Celtic Woman Tour was conceived “to showcase the talent of great Irish female singers and performers.”

_________________________________________________________________

UPCOMING IRISH FESTS

West Palm

February 11th & 12th
Savannah Irish Festival 2006

Savannah Civic Center Arena

February 18-19th
Zephryhills

February 18th & 19th
Lake Park/West Palm

March 17th 

Free Admission

_________________________________________________________________

Welcome to our new members:

Mary Ellen Barrett

Ginger Pelegrimas

Marianne & Vic Thackeray

Gallagher opened the morning newspaper and was dumbfounded to read in the obituary column that he had died. He quickly phoned his best friend Finney 

"Did you see the paper?" asked Gallagher. "They say I died!!" 

"Yes, I saw it!" replied Finney. "Where are ye callin' from?"

………………………………………….

Paddy was driving down the street in a sweat because he had an important meeting and couldn't find a parking place. 

Looking up to heaven he said, "Lord take pity on me. If you find me a parking place I will go to Mass every Sunday for the rest of me life and give up me Irish Whiskey". 

Miraculously, a parking place appeared. 

Paddy looked up again and said, "Never mind Lord, I just found one."


Leprechaun Boosters




Peggy & Jack Bailey



Elaine Gill




Darlene & John Beneke



Lee & Fran Harris




Eileen & Jack Burbridge



Peg & Ray Heffernan





Rita & Joe Cirillo



Patricia Herbert




Vera & John Crotty



Eileen & Phil Machutes

Al & Siobhan Denecour



Mary Masterson & Family




John & Doris Desmond



Florence & Donald Mc Carrick




Mary & Leonard Deszcz



Rosemary & Bill Mc Cracken




Jean Donals




Margie & Bob Mc Manus




Helen Endres




Mary & Donald McPartland




Fiddler’s Green Irish Pub



Rosemarie Miceli




Tony & Barbara Figueroa



Tom & Jeneanne Murphy




Emily & Larry Furlong



Peggy & Patti Wittick

A Big Thank you to all of our Boosters

Your contribution helps keep our Leprechaun coming

(We apologize if we have left anyone off the list that should be on)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Advertisers

	Somewhere in Time
	O’Mara’s Rent-A-Car

	Music for all Occasions and
	In Ireland – Unlimited Mileage

	General Insurance Agent
	Offices in:  Orlando, Athlone,

	Laurie & Dick Burdette
	Shannon, Dublin, Galway

	Phone:  407-671-2662
	John Crotty, Agent

	Cell:  407-252-8838
	Phone: 407-273-5034

	
	

	New CD from Michael Funge
	Barbara Barcomb-Figueroa

	Coel Bin “Sweet Irish Music”
	Dance Instructor

	(15 All time favorite Irish Songs)
	220 Whitesand Court

	For copies, Phone: 407-321-8709
	Casselberry, FL 32707

	Website:  http://Irishsinger.org
	Phone:  407-388-0181

	
	

	Oviedo Hearing Center
	Tir Na Greine”

	Cynthia McLamon-Quinn
	School of Irish Dance

	800 Westwood Square #D
	Laura O’Sullivan, ADCEG, TCRG

	Oviedo, FL 32765
	Afternoon & Evening classes

	Phone:  407-366-7766
	5 – 18 years of age

	Fax:  407-366-1155
	Orlando, Ocala, Melbourne,

	
	Phone:  407-381-4423

	Century 21 Sunshine Realty
	For All Your “Irish” Treasures

	Tom & Jeneanne Murphy, Realtors
	Bill & Rosemary McCracken

	460 SR 436, Suite 104
	Princess Antique Mall

	Casselberry, FL 32707
	130 W. Fifth Ave

	Phone:  407-699-1989
	Mount Dora, FL

	Toll Free:  877-281-7253
	352-735-2394

	Cell:  407-619-4534
	Open 7 days a week

	
	

	Liberty Mutual Group
	All Custom Embroidery

	Michael S. Albright, Sales Representative
	Linda Hejtmanek

	255 Primera Boulevard, Ste #300
	San Sebastian Square

	Lake Mary, FL 32746
	801 West SR 436, Ste 1075/1079

	Phone:  407-333-1090 X320
	Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

	Toll Free:  1-800-637-0757 X320
	Phone:  407-869-1192

	
	(across the street from Borders)

	
	


http://www.orlandoirish.com/

How Do I Love Thee? Let me count the ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
For the ends of Being an ideal Grace. 
I love thee to the level of everyday's
Most quiet need, by sun and candlelight.
I love thee freely, as men strive for Right;
I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise. 

I love thee with the passion put to use
In my old griefs, and with my childhood's faith.
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose
With my lost saints,--I love thee with the Breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life!--and, if God choose,
I shall but love thee better after death. 


Elizabeth Barret Browning
Irish American Cultural Society


Of Central Florida

P.O. Box 948564

Maitland, FL 32794-8564
