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CHRISTINE’S  COMMENTS
     Here it is, the December issue already. Hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving. I would like to say a special thank you to Don for taking my place at the October meeting.  Al (our editor) came to my rescue and said he would write Christine's Corner for me.  I think that was so he would get the Leprechaun out early.  He is doing a great job and if you would like to put something in it, contact Al or Siobhan by phone or email.  Joe and Chef Larry did a great job with the picnic.  Even though I was only there for two hours, it was obviously “a great day for the Irish”.  Siobhan you did a good job with the games for the kids.  

     For those of you that weren't able to make the November meeting, all the officers from the past two years will be in office for 2008.  John read aloud all the paper work that he is trying to keep up with.  Let's all try to make his hard job a bit easier buy paying your dues for 2008 .  They are due at the January meeting. 

     This year the auction was a bit different, it was a silent one. Cathy Quinlivan did a great job getting it all together, with the help of Kathleen and John Reineke.  Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves, while picking up a few goods sales.

     We will not be having a meeting in December.  We will be having the Christmas Party. The doors will open at 1:30.  Remember to bring a wrapped gift for your child with the name on it. Santa will give them out. Tickets are $12.00 and need to be purchased before the dance.  Larry needs a head count for the dinner no later than December 2nd.  The Dukes (Golden Oldies) have a great sound and are a real treat to listen and/or dance to.  We will be having a raffle on a basket of cheer.  Please check your liquor cabinets to see if you can make a donation. Between the dinner, the band, Santa, and the Cheer, this promises to be one of the best Christmas parties yet.

Beverages will be available at the cash bar.

  I hope to see you at the Christmas Dinner Dance.

Slan go Foill,

Christine McEvoy-Ariment
BEACH  WEEKEND  ADDITION
There was no designated person in charge of the Saturday night Potluck dinner and Christine Ruetschi stepped up and filled the slot. She took charge and did a great job. Thank you, Christine!

FOR  YOUR  CALENDAR

Dec 7/8             Cahir O’Doherty – Fiddler’s Green

Dec 9                IACS CHRISTMAS PARTY
Dec 13/14/15   Wyndbreakers – Fiddler’s Green

Dec 21/22        The Redcoats – Fiddler’s Green
Dec 28/29         Paul Duffy – Fiddler’s Green

MEETINGS/SOCIALS *

They are held at 1:30pm every second Sunday of the month. Bring a tasty covered dish or dessert to share. Bring the beverage of your choice (beer, water, etc). The Club will provide tea and coffee.

COMING  ATTRACTIONS

Jan 27    IACS Spaghetti Dinner

Mar 9     St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Mar 16   St. Patrick’s Day Dinner/Dance   
50/50  WINNER

Nov 4 - Christine Ruetschi won the drawing at the picnic.
Nov 11 – Jack Delaney won the drawing at the meeting.
TONY KENNY’S IRELAND

Lili-ann Gallagher is putting a bus trip together to see Tony Kenny perform at the Flagler Auditorium in Bunnell, Fl on March 16th. Contact Lili-ann for ticket and bus information at 407-389-1805 or see her at the Dec. 9th Christmas party for full details.
CELTIC CULTURAL CORNER
PENAL  LAWS

(LAWS OF IRELAND FOR THE

SUPPRESSION OF THE POPERY)

Family Relations

If the eldest son and heir to the Popish parent should become Protestant, the land becomes his. No Catholic can be guardian to any orphan child. Said child must go to the nearest Protestant relative. If none exists, then to a Protestant family, to be raised Protestant.

Act regarding Holidays

Only Protestant Holidays allowed. If a Catholic doesn’t want to work on one of his Saints days, he will be fined, if he can’t pay the fine, he will be whipped.

Burial Ground

No person shall bury any dead in any monastery, convent or abbey. Unless willing to forfeit 10 pounds, which shall be collected from each person attending the burial. Half will go to the church wardens and half to the informer.

Penal Law Results
The material damage suffered through the Penal Laws was great. Ruin was widespread, old families disappeared, old estates were broken up. The most disastrous effects, however, were the morale of the people, resulting in lawlessness and revenge. The wealthy Catholics left the country and the Catholic merchants managed to get by through shrewdness.
The poor Catholic peasants bore the worst of it. They were described as the “common enemy” by the House of Commons.  Whatever injustice inflicted on them, they had to bear. There was no one they could turn to for help. The landlord was almost always an alien conqueror. From the jailer to the  judge all were  Protestant  and thought of the Catholics as the “common enemy”. This resulted in total suspicion of the law and all established authority. So they set up their own law in the form of a Secret Society (the Oak Boys, White Boys and Ribbon Men). They met in the bogs and in lonely glens to plot a “people’s justice” in the form of revenge.                            
The informer and landlord that evicted a tenant were punished with dreadful anger. Cattle were driven off cliffs, horses hamstrung, and stables fired. Another product of the Penal Laws was the fact that in order to retain their faith, Catholics had to hide the priests and hold meetings in secrecy.
Gradual Reform and Emancipation
In 1760, the surviving Catholic gentry founded the first Catholic committee in Waterford to press for reforms.

In 1766, the slow process of Catholic Emancipation began with the repeal of the Penal Laws by the Catholic Relief Act of 1771, 1778, and 1793. The long drawn out reform ensured that religious discrimination continued to dominate Irish life.

I n 1782, Henry Gratton and other learned Protestants added their support to the reforms. In 1792, William Fitzgerald, second Duke of Leinster, and his brother, Lord Edward Fitzgerald founded the Association of the Friends of Liberty for the purpose of getting Catholic representation in the House of Commons. In 1793, this Association effected the change so the Catholics could now hold freehold land, become jurors, and vote. 

Prior to that, in 1773, the ban on Catholics owning guns was lifted. This was done to allow Catholics to be conscripted into the Militia, but not as officers.
Daniel O’Connoll pushed for Catholic Emancipation in 1823. This was largely achieved by 1829. However, the obligation of Catholics to pay tithes to the Protestant church remained until 1869. Daniel O’Connell is known in Ireland as “The Liberator” for his success in achieving Catholic Emancipation.
Conclusion

From the 15th through 19th century, successive English Monarchies and Governments enacted laws designed to suppress and destroy Irish Manufacturing and Trade. These repressive acts, combined with the Penal Laws, reduced the Irish people to “nakedness and beggary” in a very direct and purposeful way. The destitute Irish then stood at the brink of the bottomless pit. When the potato blight struck in 1845, it was but time for the final push.
Submitted by Siobhan Denecour

IRISH QUIZ

1. Who wrote Studs Lonigan, a novel set in 1920’s Chicago?

a) Edwin O’Connor

b) F. Scott Fitzferald

c) John Lonigan

d) James T. Farrrel

2. What novelist was born into an Irish family in Pennsylvania in 1905?


     a) Edwin O’Conner


     b) William Faulkner


     c) John O’Hara


     d) Willa Cather

3. In 1948, the Philadelphia police attempted unsuccessfully to ban what Irish-American novel?


     a)  The Great Gatsby


     b)  The Last Hurrah


     c)  Studs Lonigan


     d)  Butterfield 8

4. The maternal grandfather of what famous writer emigrated from County Fermanagh to St. Paul, Minnesota?


     a)  Garrison Keillor


     b)  Ernest Hemmingway


     c)  Samuel Beckett


     d)  F. Scott Fitzgerald

5. For what novel did William Kennedy win a Pulitzer Prize in 1984? 


      a)  Legs


     b)  The Last Hurrah


     c)  Ironweed


     d)  All in the Family

6. What Irish-American novelist wrote Ironweed?


     a)  James T. Farrell


     b)  John Boyle O’ Reilly


     c)  William Kennedy


     d)  Jack Nicholson

DRINKING FROM MY SAUCER
I’ve never made a fortune

And it’s probably too late now.

But I don’t worry about that much,

I’m happy anyhow.

And, as I go along life’s way,

I’m reaping better than I sowed.

I’m drinking from my saucer,

‘cause my cup has overflowed.

I haven’t got a lot of riches,

And sometimes the going’s tough.

But I’ve got loving ones around me,

And that makes me rich enough.

I thank God for His many blessings,

And the mercies He’s bestowed.

I’m drinking from my saucer

‘cause my cup has overflowed.

I remember times when things went wrong

And my faith wore somewhat thin.

But all at once the dark clouds broke,

And sun peeped through again.

So, Lord, help me not to gripe

About the tough rows that I’ve hoed,

I’m drinking from my saucer,

‘cause my cup has overflowed.

If God gives me strength and courage,

When the way grows steep and rough,

I’ll not ask for other blessings,

I’m already blessed enough.

And may I never be too busy

To help others bear their loads, 

Then I’ll keep drinking from my saucer,

For my cup has overflowed.

· Submitted by Rita Mott

IRISH WORDS
Ceol – songs, music

Agus – and

Craic – fun
Ceili - dance
Comhaltas – association, brotherhood

Ceoltoir – musician, singer

Eireann – Ireland

QUOTEABLE QUOTES

An optimist is a person who starts a new diet on Thansgiving Day.

      -      Irv Kupine     
It’s not the having, it’s the getting.

· Elizabeth Taylor

No one ever excused his way to success.

· Dave Del Dotto

One cannot go contrary to nature. Nature is stronger than the strongest man. It is to our own interest to be on good terms with her.

· Pablo Picasso
The smallest act of kindness is worth more than the grandest intention.
      -      ???

TIPS AND CLIPS
Taking up to 1,000 mg. of ginger reduced swelling and soreness for 75% of patients with arthritis or muscle pain, in a Danish study.

Avoid this energy drainer: trans fats! Unlike healthy fats that your body can use, trans fats slow you down. Watch out for them in baked goods, margarine and canned soup.

After just two to three minutes of sun exposure, the collagen that keeps your skin firm begins to break down.

Next to the eye area, your lips are the most vulnerable-to-damage area on your face. People with darker skin develop fewer, but deeper, creases than fair-skinned people.
IRISH QUIZ ANSWERS
1.  D) James T. Farrell

2.  C) John O’Hara

3.  C) Studs Lonnigan 

4.  D) F. Scott Fitzgerald

5.  C) Ironweed

6.  C) William kennedy
VIDEO LIBRARY
Larry Deszcz, Librarian

There is a wide selection of tapes (DVD & VHS) and books available at our monthly meetings. Take the time to peruse our growing collection.

Rental deposit is $5.00 with $3.00 refunded when the items are returned the following month.

We are always looking for donations of new or used tapes and books to add to the library. 

SUNSHINE SECTION

Help the SUNSHINE LADY by letting her know of anniversaries, weddings, births, sickness, etc. Call Florence McCarrick at 407-788-7273 with updates so that she can send a card.

CLUB SHIRTS

Is your shirt getting tired or would you like to order one for the first time? Call Jack Burbridge at 407-339-6432 for more information. They are excellent quality!

CLUB WEBSITE

If you haven’t checked our website or been there lately, give it a try (www.orlandoirish.com).  Photos from the Cocoa Beach Weekend and the recent Picnic are there. We are also going to try to put pictures up from all future events so that you can go back and revisit the pleasant memories.
LEPRECHAUN NEWS
It is published monthly to keep the membership updated on events and information. If you would like to submit information for publication, send it to the 
Editor at adenecour@cfl.rr.com
MONTHLY BEVERAGE HOSTS

The following IACS members have volunteered to host the 2008 monthly meetings by setting up the coffee/tea and covered dish table with the necessary paper plates, napkins and eating utensils. The host member will ensure that if there are not enough inventories on hand they will purchase the needed items and submit receipts to the treasurer. The January hosts will take up the inventory after the December meeting and so forth down the line. The IACS board wants to thank these prospective hosts who have volunteered to carry out this task. 

· January           Siobhan & Al Denecour

· February          Mary Schleske

· March              Jeneanne & Tom Murphy

· April                Eileen & Jack Burbridge

· May                 Cathy Quinlivan

IRISH BLESSING

May the lilt of Irish laughter
Lighten every load,

May the mist of Irish magic
Shorten every road,

May you taste the sweetest
Pleasures

That fortune e’re bestowed

And may all your friends
Remember

All the favors you are owed.
Irish American Cultural Society
           Of Central Florida

            P.O. Box 948564

     Maitland, FL. 32794-8564
LEPRECHAUN BOOSTERS

Chris & Ken Arimento

Mary & George Armstrong

Eric Becker

John & Darlene Beneke

Sharon & Vern Brann

Terry Brown




Eileen & Jack Burbridge 

Monica & Jim Byrne


Shawn Casey



Rita & Joe Cirillo 


John J. Delaney 


Al & Siobhan Denecour

John & Doris Desmond 

Tom & Annette Doyle

Paul Fennell




Tony & Barbara Figueroa

Kevin Patrick Flood


Sara Fulford




Emily & Larry Furlong 

Lee & Fran Harris


Peg & Ray Heffernan
Patricia Herbert 


John & Irene Kelly


Cathy & Chuck Lewis


Eileen & Phil Machules 

Florence & Don McCarrick

Rosemary & Bill McCracken

Catherine McEvoy


Margie & Bob McManus

Rosemarie Micelli


Stephen J. Molloy 


John & Rose Morgan


Tom & Jeneanne Murphy


Karen “Kaye” Ogram


Betty Pietrzak


            Charlotte Porter

Mary & Ralph Schleske 

Catherine Siefcak


Paul St. John
Peggy & Patti Wittick
CLUB OFFICERS AND APPOINTEES

PRESIDENT

Christine Arimento

386-668-0159
VICE PRESIDENT



SECRETARY



TREASURER

Don McCarrick



Joe Cirillo



John Desmond

407-788-7273



407-322-6914


407-359-0209

EDITOR




SUNSHINE LADY


CELTIC ANGEL

Al Denecour




Florence McCarrick


Rita Mott

321-638-4571



407-788-7273


407-886-3653

LIBRARIAN




FLOAT COMMITTEE

BEVERAGE HOST

Larry Deszcz




Kenny Arimento


Siobhan & Al Denecour


352-666-4034



386-668-0159


covering the month of 






Barbara Figueroa


January 2008






407-383-0181

Please patronize our advertisers!!!!!
ADVERTISERS
Health & Wellness Clinic


Tir Na Griene`



Fiddler’s Green
M. K. Murphy, D.C.


School of Irish Dance


Irish Pub & Eatery
450 W. Central Pkwy #1000

Laura O’Sullivan, ADCRG


544 W. Fairbanks Ave.
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

Orlando, Melbourne, St. Cloud

Winter Park, FL 32789
Office: 407-339-7676


Phone: 407-381-4423


Phone: 407-645-2050
Fax: 407-339-0114


Email: tirnasully@aol.com


Cell: 407-252-9957


Website: www.goirishdancing.com
Oviedo Hearing Center


Barbara Barcomb-Figueroa

 School of Dance
Cynthia McLamon-Quinn


Dance Instructor



2560 S. Elm Ave.
2984 Alafaya Trail, Suite #1020

220 Whitesand Court


Sanford, FL 32773
Oviedo, FL 32765


Casselberry, FL 32707


Est. 1965
Phone: 407-366-7766


Phone: 407-388-0181


407-323-1900
Email: cynmcquinn@aol.com 
Exit Realty Central


For All Your “Irish” Treasures

Watters School of Irish Dancing
Tom & Jeneanne Murphy, Realtors
Bill & Rosemary McCracken

Myra Watters, TCRG

631 N. Wymore Rd.


Princess Antique Mall


Classes in Orlando (Ocoee)

Maitland, FL 32751


130 W. Fifth Ave.


and Merritt Island


Phone: 407-699-1989


Mount Dora



Phone: 407-929-7570

Toll Free: 877-281-7253


Phone: 352-735-2394


email: celticpulse@hotmail.com
Cell: 407-619-4534


(open 7 days a week)


Website: www.celticpulse.com
Email: info@1OrlandoRealEstate.com


Liberty Mutual Group


All Custom Embroidery


Mary Frances Foods


Michael S. Albright, Sales Rep.

Linda Hejtmanek


Traditional Foods from 

255 Primera Blvd., Suite #300

San Sebastian Square


the Homeland (Ireland)

Lake Mary, FL 32746


801 West SR 436, Suite 1075/1079
4704 E. Michigan St.

Phone: 407-333-1090 Ext. 320

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

Orlando, FL 32812

Toll Free: 800-637-0757 Ext.320

Phone: 407-869-1192


Phone: 407-249-0473






(Across the street from Borders)

Cell: 407-497-9033












Fax: 407-249-0483











Email: scasey@maryfrancesfoods.com










Website: www.maryfrancesfoods.com
Travel Agency      







American Legion                                                                                         
Internet: www.Morgan-TRAVentures.com                                                                
Orlando Memorial Post #19                          

Email: Bob@Morgan-TRAVentures.com                                                                    
2101 Lee Rd.

Cruises, Hotels, Airfare, Resorts, Ireland, all-inclusive                                            
Orlando, FL 32810

Phone: 321-263-5680                                                                                               
Phone: 407-293-9515     

 
BINGO every Monday night at 6:45pm










  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Valle Jewelers                                                                             
Custom Jewelry & Repairs

230 N. Swoope Ave. 

Maitland, FL 32751

Phone: 407-647-7744

(Behind Publix on 1792)
The Half Way to St. Patrick’s Dinner/Show was wonderful, the Cocoa Beach Weekend was memorable, and the Picnic was “fun for all”!

Trust me, this is going to be the best Christmas Party yet. If you haven’t already purchased tickets, don’t wait…time and tickets are running out!

CHRISTMAS

DINNER/DANCE
Sunday - December 9th
2pm to 6pm 
St. Mary Magdalen

(cafeteria)

Chef Larry and staff are cooking turkey and ham dinner

Music by “The Dukes”
(Golden Oldies)

This event is also a Christmas fund raiser for “Toy’s for Tots”

Cost is only $12.00 for adults

Kids’ are FREE!

Bring a wrapped gift with your child’s/grandchild’s name on it.

 Questions about obtaining last minute tickets, call Christine at 386-668-0159 or any Board member.

